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The academic disciplines falling under the definition of Human-
ities are the product of a long historical reflection on both method 
and subject of studies. Over time, scholars have renewed the interest 
for new factual and control-factual insights on separate fields of re-
search, which has resulted in an impetus for deeper understanding, 
controversial methodological debates, and enriching discoveries. The 
current research within the Humanities has therefore developed in var-
ious and autonomous fields of study, which are nevertheless organized 
around interconnected bunch of research. As a matter of fact, specific 
research agendas can often lead researchers to interdisciplinary consid-
erations, which cover different domains of knowledge. On the basis of 
this awareness, the international conference Humanities in the Third 
Millennium: approaches, contaminations, and perspectives aims to be 
an opportunity for reflection and discussion on the current challenges 
of the Humanities among young scholars and researchers.

The different research approaches adopted within the fields of Hu-
manities share the effort of exploring the human potential which can be 
expressed in various forms, ranging from the comprehension of man-
uscripts and trans-media to the critical evaluation of ancient authors; 
from the study of foreign languages and literatures to the investigation 
of psycho-behavioural phenomena; from the development of new chal-
lenging methods to explore human history to arts and archaeological 
studies.

Nowadays, the Humanities are experiencing a challenging condi-
tion, as in the global marketplace of higher education, the disciplines 
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falling under this umbrella term are increasingly threatened by de-
creased funding. According to a report in Research Trends magazine, by 
Gali Halevu and Judit Bar-Ilan, international humanities funding has 
been in constant decline since 2009. In the United States, for instance, 
the financing for humanities research in 2011 was less than half of one 
percent of the amount dedicated to science and engineering research 
and development. Furthermore, in countries such as Japan, Australia, 
Italy and France a relative decline of about 25 percent of humanities 
degrees has been reported over the past few years (from Ella Delany, 
The New York Times 2013). Within this challenging academic frame-
work, the international conference Humanities is the Third Millenni-
um aims to provide young researchers with the opportunity to present 
their own work by encouraging interdisciplinary and transversal dis-
cussion which can lead to the evaluation of new approaches to conduct 
critical research in the fields of humanities. 

At the beginning of 2019, the aim to create an opportunity for dis-
cussion for young PhD students of humanities disciplines has led to the 
organization of this conference. Under the supervision of the Doctoral 
School of Arts and Humanities of the University of Verona, we have 
assiduously worked as organizing committee to create an open, vibrant 
and stimulating floor for interdisciplinary discussions. This effort has 
resulted in the two-day international conference titled Humanities in 
the Third Millennium: approaches, contaminations, and perspectives: 
more than 30 speakers specialized in large number of disciplines have 
presented their work in front of a heterogeneous audience of students 
and researchers, providing important insights and food for thought on 
different subjects. Moments of discussion were organized in four broad 
thematic areas, which we believed to represent some of the cornerstones 
of the scientific research conducted in the fields of Humanities, name-
ly: theoretical framework and methodology in human science; frag-
ments and layers, hybridization and ambivalence. A call for papers or-
ganized in macro-thematic areas gave us the opportunity to encourage 
young PhD students to go beyond the traditional limits of their fields 
of research, and reflect on the interdisciplinarity and great potential 
of the humanities disciplines. The challenge has been enthusiastically 
accepted by many PhD students working in different fields of research: 
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arts, archaeology, philology, literature, performance studies, foreign lit-
eratures, languages, linguistics, education, philosophy and psychology. 
Two young researchers, Daniele Panizza and Caterina Previato, shared 
their experience with the audience of students and fellow researchers. 
This fruitful gathering of researchers coming from universities across 
different countries has led to the publication of the present volume, 
with the aim of leaving a trail of the experience lived in Verona on the 
17th and 18th of October 2019.

The publication of these proceedings would not have been possible 
without the help and the suggestions of the Scientific Board of the 
conference: Professor Andrea Rodighiero, Professor Manuela Lavelli, 
Professor Attilio Mastrocinque, Professor Stefan Rabanus, and Profes-
sor Paolo Pellegrini. We also would like to thank our colleague Elia 
Marrucci as part of the Organizing Committee. A special expression of 
thanks is due to the reviewers who have kindly decided to take part at 
the blind peer-review process which have undergone the articles pre-
sented in this volume. We would also like to thank Mrs Catia Cordioli 
for her invaluable help throughout all the organizational steps of both 
the conference and the publication process and Mr Andrea Dilemmi 
who helped us with the design and layout of these proceedings. Lastly, 
particular thanks go to the all the authors and all the researchers who 
have attended the conference, who have made all this possible. 
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